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their passports, and this will teach the cardinal not to give
them commissions.'
I was taken back to the inn, where I wrote to the cardi-
nal, begging him to send me a fresh passport at once. I sent
the letter off by express. I kissed Teresa and told her to go
j>n and wait for rne at Rimini. I made her take a hundred
sequins, My personal baggage was removed from the car-
riage, and I was led to the guard-house at Sainte Marie,
outside the town. At such times the most determined opti-
mism is at fault, though stoicism may wear an unmoved
front in the face of reverses. The sight of Teresa's tears
grieved me most, though she tried hard to restrain them. She
would not have left me if I had not persuaded her that it was
impossible for her to remain at Pesaro, and that in ten days
at farthest I should rejoin her. But fate willed it otherwise.
The night that I spent on the straw in the guard-room at
Pesaro taught me a lesson of prudence. The odds are a
hundred to one that a young man who has lost his purse or
his passport once will never again lose the one or the other.
Both these misfortunes had now befallen me, they never
happened again.
The officer who happened to be on guard that night was a
sulky Castflian who did not even deign to answer when
Spoken to; he was relieved in the morning by a Frenchman
of a totally different character. I must say here that the
French have always had an attraction for me, the Spaniards
never. The French are so polite, so obliging, one feels drawn
towards them at once, while the Spaniards have an unbe-
coming pride which makes them repellent to strangers; yet I
am bound in justice to add that I have more than once been
taken in by a Frenchman, but never by a Spaniard: it is not
always safe to trust one's first impressions.
The French officer, having listened to the story of my
adventures, procured rne a bed, a table and chairs; he also
placed a soldier at my disposal, and the nine or ten succeed-
ing days of my captivity I passed in tolerable comfort. I
became acquainted with the whole corps, and I could walk